




Virginia 2018. In Virginia, Mr. Morgan has been described as a "gerrymander- ng 

mastermind."2 In 2018, a federal district court invalidated eleven Virginia House of Delegues 

districts that Mr. Morgan helped to draw on the ground that the mapdrawers "subordinat ed 

traditional districting criteria to racial considerations." Bethune-Hill v. Va. State Bd. of ElectioTis, 

326 F. Supp. 3d 128, 173 (E.D. Va. 2018). The court rejected Mr. Morgan ' s claims that he "rea] ly 

didn't take race into account" in drawing districts and found that "Morgan ' s testimony was whol ly 

lacking in credibility." Id. at 174. The court explained that its "adverse credibility findings are 

not limited to particular assertions of' Mr. Morgan, "but instead wholly undermine the contents of 

... [his] testimony." Id. These findings were "outcome-determinative" in the case. Id. 

Michigan 2021. The Legislative Defendants note that Mr. Morgan is currently engaged 

by the Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission. The proposal in that case, 

however, identified Mr. Morgan' s firm as "the top Republican map drawing firm" and the proposal 

described Mr. Morgan as a "subcontractor" to a prime contactor that "is sometimes viewed with 

Democratic leanings." Election Data Services, Inc., Proposal to Michigan Independent Citizens 

Redistricting Commission for Line Drawing and Redistricting Technical Services at 1 (Feb. 10, 

2021), https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/MICRC_Election_Data_Services_7l 7054 

_7.pdf. Mr. Morgan thus served as the "Republican" half of a "bi-partisan team," not as a neutral 

and independent advisor. Id. 

North Carolina 2011. Mr. Morgan was one of "four individuals engaged by the 2011 

[North Carolina] General Assembly to draw maps," along with "Dr. Thomas Hofeller." Reply Br. 

2 Ben Paviour, Va. Pub. Media, A Blank Slate & Familiar Face as Virginia Redistricting Begins 
New Maps, Aug. 23, 2021 , https://vpm.org/news/articles/24853/a-blank-slate-and-familiar-face
as-virginia-redistricting-begins-new-maps (quoting statement of Virginia Delegate Marcus 
Simon). 
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of Legislative Defendants, Dickson v. Rucho, 366 N.C. 332, 737 S.E.2d 362 (2013) (No. 201PA l1 2) 

(filed July 6, 2012). The Legislative Defendants admitted, and the Common Cause Court found, 

that those 201 I plans were "designed to ensure Republican majorities in the House and Senate." 

Common Cause v. Lewis, No. 18-CVS-014001 , 2019 WL 4569584, at *4 (N.C. Super. Sep. 3, 

2019). A federal court invalidated 28 of the districts in those plans as unconstitutional racial 

gerrymanders. Covington v. North Carolina, 316 F.R.D. 117, 124 (M.D.N.C. 2016), summarily 

aff'd, 137 S. Ct. 2211 (2017) . 

* * * 

The NCLCV Plaintiffs respectfully submit that, given the critical and sensitive task before 

this Court, the Court should not select a Special Master whose background will inevitably spur 

legitimate questions about objectivity and neutrality-particularly given the many qualified 

candidates that the NCLCV Plaintiffs have identified. 
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